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AUSTRIA. 

Histmy of fatal plague case at Trieste. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McLaughlin was directed, November 16 
and 19, to proceed to Trieste and Fiume and investigate the reported 
existence of plague at the former place. (See Public Health Reports, 
November 16, page 1361, and November 30, page 1425.) He reports 
as follows, under date of November 24:- 

In response to Bureau orders received November 20 I left Naples 
November 21 for Trieste, arriving in that city November 22 at 9 p. m. 

At 10 a. m., November 23, I called on Consul Hotschick, and by 
him was presented to the sanitary authorities, both imperial and 
municipal. We visited first the president of maritime police, who is 
in charge of all maritime matters for the Adriatic coast. From this 
officer and his adviser, the maritime sanitary inspector, who has charge 
of quarantine matters, I obtained a very clear history of the one case 
of plague. This history was further corroborated by the head of the 
municipal board of health. 

I went to the Government quarantine station and laboratory and 
saw the specimens, cultures, etc., from the fatal case. These prepa- 
rations, slides, cultures, and plates were characteristic of bubonic 
plague. 

The history of the case is as follows: On November 7 a sailor on the 
steamship Calypso, which plies between Trieste and Venice, fell ill and 
was removed to the hospital at Trieste. On the following day, Novem- 
ber 8, he died. He had had symptoms of pneumonia, and post-mortem 
examination showed bacilli resembling plague bacilli in the lung 
exudate. The customary tests for plague were made upon guinea 
pigs and rats, and the animals gave typical signs of plague infection. 

The origin of the case is unexplained. The Calypso had not been 
near an infected port. Only one supposition is probable, and this 
hypothesis is believed by the authorities to explain the occurrence of 
a case of plague. In the last days of October the steamship Austria, 
of the Austrian Lloyd Line, arrived at Trieste from India with a cargo 
of jute, cotton, and castor beans. Her cargo was unloaded here. The 
Austria had had no sickness on board, and there was nothing suspicious 
to point to infection. The vessel was disinfected to kill rats, and only 
2 rats were found. These were examined and found not to be plague 
infected. Part of the cargo of the Austria was transshipped here to 
the Calypso, and soon after this the patient referred to was taken sick. 
After the sick man had been removed the Calypso sailed for Venice. 
When the Trieste authorities decided that the man had died of plague 
the Venetian authorities were notified and the Calypso was quarantined 
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and disinfected at Venice. All necessary precautions were taken both 
at Venice and Trieste. All contacts and suspects were held under 
observation for seven days, and none developed sickness of any kind. 
It is now sixteen days since the plague death and no new cases have 
occurred. 

The quarantine station and plant here are modern, are under Gov- 
ernment control, and in excellent condition. 

Trieste is a clean city, with well-paved and well-kept streets. To-day 
I inspected the emigrant detention barracks of the Austro- American 
Line. They have a large building formerly used as a hospital, with 
accommodation for about 800 persons. It is in good sanitary condi- 
tion and the company, which is a new one, seems anxious to comply 
with all requirements. They have no steam disinfecting plant, and 
the facilities for quickly bathing a large number of emigrants are 
inadequate. The director assured me that the defects would, be reme- 
died in the near future and that a good modern steam disinfecting 
apparatus would be installed. 

CHINA. 

Report from Hongkong — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports as follows: 

Number of emigrants per steamship Siberia recommended, October 

30, 1906, for rejection: For Honolulu, 1; for San Francisco, 20; in 

transit, 7. 
Per steamship China, November 6, 1906. For Costa Rica, 1; for 

Honolulu, 2: for Panama, 2; for San Francisco, 22; in transit, 1. 

CUBA. 

Report from Cienfuegos — Inspection and fumigation of vessels — Sum- 
tnary for month of November, 1906 — Sanitary conditions — Yellow 
fever in Cruces. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Marsillan reports, December 3, as 
follows: 

Week ended December 1, 1906. 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued 4 

Crews inspected 89 

Passengers inspected 

Immune certificate issued for New York 1 

Of these 4 vessels 2 were inspected and 2 fumigated, the steam- 
ship Laupar for Savannah, and the steamship Ole Bull, for Mobile; 
no sickness on vessel. 

Month of November, 1906. 

Vessels inspected only 8 

Inspected and fumigated 10 

Bills of health issued 18 

Crews inspected 495 

Passengers (landed here) 2 

Immune certificate issued 1 

The sanitary condition of the city and surrounding country is very 
bad. 



